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and the western extremity of the Dekhari plateau, and
the hillmen had never been conquered either by the
Mughal or the Muhammadan kings of the Dekhan. They
were rude, superstitious, and grasping, loving plunder
and addicted to a career of adventure. Sivaji's father
was the chief of Junir, a fort a little to the north-east
of Bombay, but his poor possessions were taken by
the Mughals, and Sivaji was bred up as a brigand.
In the use of the gun and in horsemanship he was
an expert, but he could neither read nor write, though
distinguished for superstitious devotion, and from the
mountain fastnesses of the Western Ghdts he organised
a system of administrative robbery, from which those
were exempt who paid his blackmail taxes.
The word Mardthd first occurs in the history of
Ferishta, when that author relates the transactions of
1485, and when the Sultans of the Dekhan had com-
menced to enlist these hardy warriors in their armies.
When Mdlik Ambdr was minister of Ahmadnagar, one
Maloji Bhonsla was among the followers of one of his
Marathd lieutenants named Jadu Rao, and the son
and daughter of servant and master marrying, the
fruit of their union was Sivaji. Shdhji, the son of
Maloji was, however, a considerable personage in the
sendee of Ahmadnagar, on the fall of which monarchy
he entered the service of the king of Bijapur, and was
granted a jaghir in Mysore, in which was included
the town of Bangalore, now assigned to the British
Government by the Maharaja of Mysore, and occupied
by the largest force of British and Indian troops in
the Peninsula. As affairs in the southern portion of
the Bijapur kingdom occupied Shghji, he left Sivaji at
Poona, where, before he attained the age of sixteen,
he had made himself acquainted with the surrounding
country and had gathered about him a band of devoted